
2007 Positional Rankings

By Ted Kluck

Ed. Note:  Ted Kluck is the author of three books, a former professional indoor football player, and a
contributor to ESPN.com.  He has agreed to write weekly fantasy content for PhilSteele.com during the
2007 season.  His opinions are his own, and do not reflect those of Phil Steele Publications.

I was ready to disband the “Rusty Hilgers” last season.    I had cunningly grabbed 2005’s stud Steve
Smith who spent the majority of the year dinged, but hey, I had Randy Moss right?  Moss flaked out even
earlier than I expected and was also worthless.  My sleeper RB’s – Chet Taylor and Julius Jones – stayed
asleep for most of the season, and only Peyton Manning performed up to expectations.  A mid-season
trade for Edgerrin James (buy low, he has to get on track sometime right?) didn’t help either.  I limped to
a 7-7 finish – my worst in recent memory.

The point?  Much of what you’ll read below is just conjecture – opinions based both on the empirical data
we’re given (stats) combined with one person’s gut feeling developed over years of covering and playing
football (I had one forgettable season as a pro indoor football player, as chronicled in Paper Tiger).  So I
encourage you to do your own research, and use the lists below as guides or “cheatsheets” as they’re
commonly called in the fantasy business.  And know that the following doesn’t reflect the opinions of
those in the PhilSteele.com offices – just mine (translation:  If you lose don’t call Northcoast Sports).

As you’ll see below, I’ve stuck my neck out on a few guys – namely Philip Rivers, Jerious Norwood, and
Alex Smith (the quarterback) – all of whom I think will have breakout fantasy years in 2007 based on
their own talent and the situations they find themselves in.  Additional sleeper picks are in bold type.

QB

1. Peyton Manning, Colts

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 497 336 67.6 4557 9.17 80 49 10 13/101 68 13 121.1

2005 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 453 305 67.3 3747 8.27 80 28 10 17/81 45 6 104.1

2006 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 557 362 65.0 4397 7.89 68 31 9 14/86 53 7 101.0

Comment:  Manning is the most accurate, consistent quarterback in the NFL, operating in an
offense full of weapons.  Fantasy points ensue.  If the top-tier RB’s are gone by the time you pick
in Rd. 1, take him with confidence, as the addition of a solid #3 (Anthony Gonzalez) and the
return of a shaky defense will only help his fantasy production.

2. Carson Palmer, Bengals

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 Cincinnati Bengals 13 13 432 263 60.9 2897 6.71 76 18 18 25/178 34 8 77.3

2005 Cincinnati Bengals 16 16 509 345 67.8 3836 7.54 70 32 12 19/105 43 9 101.1

2006 Cincinnati Bengals 16 16 520 324 62.3 4035 7.76 74 28 13 36/233 52 15 93.9



Comment:  May be working with the best receiving tandem in football, with Johnson and
Houshmandzadeh on either side.  Threw multiple TD passes 10 times, and finished second in the
league in pass TD’s (28).

3. Tom Brady, Patriots

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 New England Patriots 16 16 474 288 60.8 3692 7.79 50 28 14 26/162 52 10 92.6

2005 New England Patriots 16 16 530 334 63.0 4110 7.75 71 26 14 26/188 59 9 92.3

2006 New England Patriots 16 16 516 319 61.8 3529 6.84 62 24 12 26/175 46 8 87.9

Comment:  Won’t get you a “huge” game every week, like Manning or Palmer, but doesn’t  turn
the ball over and has new weapons in Moss, Welker and Stallworth.  Will also probably be
President of the United States at some point in the future.

4. Drew Brees, Saints

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 San Diego Chargers 15 15 400 262 65.5 3159 7.90 79 27 7 18/131 40 9 104.8

2005 San Diego Chargers 16 16 500 323 64.6 3576 7.15 54 24 15 27/223 46 4 89.2

2006 New Orleans Saints 16 16 554 356 64.3 4418 7.97 86 26 11 18/105 61 18 96.2

Comment:  No longer  “under the radar,” Brees has Colston, McCallister, and another RB with
WR skills in his backfield.  Devery Henderson averaged over 22 yards per reception, and the club
added receiving TE Eric Johnson in the offseason.  Was an absolute yardage freak last year.

5. Marc Bulger, Rams

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 St. Louis Rams 14 14 485 321 66.2 3964 8.17 56 21 14 41/302 56 6 93.7

2005 St. Louis Rams 8 8 287 192 66.9 2297 8.00 57 14 9 26/188 25 3 94.4

2006 St. Louis Rams 16 16 588 370 62.9 4301 7.31 67 24 8 49/366 60 10 92.9

Comment:  Bulger has a full array of weapons at his disposal, including the addition of Randy
McMichael and Drew Bennett, and is in the prime of his career.  Had a very tidy 24/8 TD/INT
ratio last season, and ranked third in the league in yardage (4,301).  Hard to hate.

6. Matt Hasselbeck, Seahawks

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 Seattle Seahawks 14 14 474 279 58.9 3382 7.14 60 22 15 30/155 43 2 83.1

2005 Seattle Seahawks 16 16 449 294 65.5 3459 7.70 56 24 9 24/154 41 7 98.2

2006 Seattle Seahawks 12 12 371 210 56.6 2442 6.58 72 18 15 34/229 30 5 76.0



Comment:  Hass is here by nature of the fact that he holds the keys to a historically potent
offense, but it could have easily been Rivers or Kitna.  Jerramy Stevens and D-Jax are gone, so
Deion Branch had better come up big.

7. Philip Rivers, Chargers

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 San Diego Chargers 2 0 8 5 62.5 33 4.13 13 1 0 1/10 0 0 110.9

2005 San Diego Chargers 2 0 22 12 54.5 115 5.23 22 0 1 3/16 1 0 50.4

2006 San Diego Chargers 16 16 460 284 61.7 3388 7.37 57 22 9 27/144 41 5 92.0

Comment:  Why isn’t it Mike Vick or Donovan McNabb?  Because Rivers is a talented young
quarterback on a team that is going places, who put up excellent numbers last year.  McNabb may
be turning into a headcase, and Vick had better hire Jackie Chiles this fall.   I think Rivers will be
drafted in the Manning/Palmer/Brady neighborhood next year.

8. Jon Kitna, Lions

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 Cincinnati Bengals 4 3 104 61 58.7 623 5.99 30 5 4 6/41 8 0 75.9

2005 Cincinnati Bengals 3 0 29 17 58.6 99 3.41 16 0 2 2/10 0 0 36.4

2006 Detroit Lions 16 16 596 372 62.4 4208 7.06 60 21 22 63/388 59 3 79.9

Comment:  But he plays for the Lions, and the Lions are terrible, right?  Right, but he also plays
in a Martz offense with a suspect run game and some of the best young WR’s in the game.  Kitna
will get his points, provided he protects the football.

9. Donovan McNabb, Eagles

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2004 Philadelphia Eagles 15 15 469 300 64.0 3875 8.26 80 31 8 32/192 50 20 104.7

2005 Philadelphia Eagles 9 9 357 211 59.1 2507 7.02 91 16 9 19/112 27 6 85.0

2006 Philadelphia Eagles 10 10 316 180 57.0 2647 8.38 87 18 6 21/140 44 14 95.5

Comment:  It’s looking more and more like 2004 was the aberration instead of the norm…a
disturbing thought for McNabb owners.  Missed 13 games in the last two seasons.

10. Matt Leinart, Cardinals

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate

2006 Arizona Cardinals 12 11 377 214 56.8 2547 6.76 58 11 12 21/158 35 6 74.0



Comment:  Like most rookies, Leinart looked both great and, at times, awful last season.  But
when he looked good, he looked really good, throwing multiple TD passes in three games.  And I
don’t have to tell you who he’s throwing to.

11. Tony Romo, Cowboys

Comment:  A full season under center, minus Parcells, may equal huge dividends for owners.
Time will tell.

12. Alex Smith, 49ers

Comment:  Made huge strides in year two, and has a growing arsenal of weapons at his disposal,
along with an improving o-line.

13. Brett Favre, Packers

Comment:  Turns the ball over way to often, but can still have the occasional huge game and is
durable.

14. Ben Roethlisberger, Steelers

Comment:  Last year was a disaster, and this year should be better, but will Ben ever be a
numbers guy?

15. Jake Delhomme, Panthers

Comment:  Inconsistent now, but will be aided by a healthy Steve Smith.

16. Jay Cutler, Broncos

Comment:  Looks like an emerging talent and a great keeper league pick.

17. Vince Young, Titans

Comment:  Part of me thinks Young is wildly overrated and will be overdrafted by most fantasy
owners.  The other part of me thinks he is a good, potentially great, player saddled with a sucky
supporting cast.  Either way, his numbers won’t be great.

18. Eli Manning, Giants

Passing

Year Team G GS Att Comp Pct Yds YPA Lg TD Int Tkld 20+ 40+ Rate



2004 New York Giants 9 7 197 95 48.2 1043 5.29 52 6 9 13/83 11 4 55.4

2005 New York Giants 16 16 557 294 52.8 3762 6.75 78 24 17 28/184 49 8 75.9

2006 New York Giants 16 16 522 301 57.7 3244 6.21 55 24 18 25/186 33 8 77.0

Pros:  Manning has prototypical size, a strong arm, and three years of starting experience under
his belt.  His completion percentage and quarterback rating have both increased with each season
in the league.

Cons:  Eli absolutely disappeared in a handful of games last year (Chicago, Jacksonville, and
New Orleans in particular) so the optimism regarding his completion percentage should be
tempered by an overall lack of consistency.  Only Brett Favre has thrown more interceptions in
the last two years.  He will get a long learning curve because of who he is, but the Giants, and
fantasy owners, need him to start playing at an elite level.  Per haps Archie can broker a trade to a
contender (San Diego? - kidding).

19. Steve McNair, Ravens

Comment:  Old, brittle and good for about a TD per game.  You can do better.

20. JP Losman, Bills

Comment:  Not much to get excited about on this offense, though Lee Evans and Marshawn
Lynch are building blocks.

21. Chad Pennington, Jets
22. Trent Green, Dolphins
23. Rex Grossman, Bears
24. Jason Campbell, Redskins
25. Matt Schaub, Texans
26. Joey Harrington, Falcons
27. Brodie Croyle, Chiefs
28. Jeff Garcia, Bucs
29. Byron Leftwich, Jaguars
30. Tarvaris Jackson, Vikings
31. JaMarcus Russell, Raiders
32. Brady Quinn, Browns
33. Drew Stanton, Lions
34. Charlie Frye, Browns
35. David Carr, Falcons

RB

1. LaDainian Tomlinson, Chargers

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2004 San Diego Chargers 15 15 339 1335 3.9 42 17 6 68

2005 San Diego Chargers 16 16 339 1462 4.3 62 18 8 71

2006 San Diego Chargers 16 16 348 1815 5.2 85 28 12 81



Comment:  A yardage and touchdown machine, LT is just hitting his prime, and the Chargers are
beginning to put together some semblance of a passing game.  His 28 TD’s last year were
Madden-esque.

2. Steven Jackson, Rams

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2004 St. Louis Rams 14 3 134 673 5.0 48 4 5 37

2005 St. Louis Rams 15 15 254 1046 4.1 51 8 6 50

2006 St. Louis Rams 16 16 346 1528 4.4 59 13 9 74

Comment:  The featured back in a high-octane offense, Jackson is a nice blend of nifty-and-
power, with a dash of hands thrown in as well.

3. Larry Johnson, Chiefs

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2004 Kansas City Chiefs 10 3 120 581 4.8 46 9 4 34

2005 Kansas City Chiefs 16 9 336 1750 5.2 49 20 15 97

2006 Kansas City Chiefs 16 16 416 1789 4.3 47 17 10 91

Comment:  It’s vogue to hate on LJ because of his age and workload.  Don’t.  They said the same
things about Shaun Alexander a few years ago and he’s turned out okay.  Still, they face some
tough run defenses early, and have questions at QB.

4. Frank Gore, 49ers

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2005 San Francisco 49ers 14 1 127 608 4.8 72 3 4 26

2006 San Francisco 49ers 16 16 312 1695 5.4 72 8 15 68

Comment:  Oh, by the way, Gore also caught 61 passes last season in addition to topping 100
yards nine times.  Was a beast last season, but can he sustain it?

5. Joseph Addai, Colts

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2006 Indianapolis Colts 16 0 226 1081 4.8 41 7 3 66

Comment:  Has the backfield to himself this year, as his stellar performance last year made
Dominic Rhodes expendable.   A viable threat both as a runner and receiver, chipping in 40
catches.

6. Shaun Alexander, Seahawks



Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2004 Seattle Seahawks 16 16 353 1696 4.8 44 16 15 77

2005 Seattle Seahawks 16 16 370 1880 5.1 88 27 14 107

2006 Seattle Seahawks 10 10 252 896 3.6 33 7 2 53

Comment:  For some reason it never feels exciting to draft SA…could be the fact that he seems
like a player who is always playing for numbers or a contract, and he has already gotten both.
But that said, a lot of fantasy owners won titles on his 27 scores in 2005.

7. Brian Westbrook, Eagles

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2004 Philadelphia Eagles 13 12 177 812 4.6 50 3 7 38

2005 Philadelphia Eagles 12 12 156 617 4.0 31 3 5 27

2006 Philadelphia Eagles 15 14 240 1217 5.1 71 7 8 60

TOTAL  70 49 736 3452 4.7 71 20 26 163

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Philadelphia Eagles 13 12 73 703 9.6 50 6 7 3 30

2005 Philadelphia Eagles 12 12 61 616 10.1 62 4 6 1 27

2006 Philadelphia Eagles 15 14 77 699 9.1 52 4 9 1 30

Comment:  Another guy who it’s not fun to draft, but who consistently churns out great games.
We know he’s great in the pass game (especially in PPR leagues), but he’s a better runner than
he’s given credit for, finally notching 1,200 yards last season as his carries increased.  He’s what
New Orleans hopes they have in Reggie Bush.

8. Rudi Johnson, Bengals

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2004 Cincinnati Bengals 16 16 361 1454 4.0 52 12 7 73

2005 Cincinnati Bengals 16 14 337 1458 4.3 33 12 5 79

2006 Cincinnati Bengals 16 15 341 1309 3.8 22 12 5 67

Comment:  Rudi just keeps chugging, to the tune of  1,400 yards and 12 scores.  Think you can
use that?

9. Willie Parker, Steelers

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st



2004 Pittsburgh Steelers 8 0 32 186 5.8 58 0 2 8

2005 Pittsburgh Steelers 15 15 255 1202 4.7 80 4 8 46

2006 Pittsburgh Steelers 16 16 337 1494 4.4 76 13 12 70

Comment:  This guy is consistently underrated, and will be again this year.  He has the job to
himself, and proved his worth last season, going for nearly 1,500 yards.  The only disturbing stat
here is that he also rushed for less than 60 yards on six occasions.

10. Edgerrin James, Cardinals

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2004 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 334 1548 4.6 40 9 6 73

2005 Indianapolis Colts 15 15 360 1506 4.2 33 13 5 94

2006 Arizona Cardinals 16 16 337 1159 3.4 18 6 0 59

Comment:  One of the NFL’s marquee backs, in his own backfield (no job share) with a better
line, thanks to Ken Whisenhunt and Russ Grimm, and an emerging quarterback.  Don’t wait too
long on The Edge.    Also leads the league in gold teeth.

11. Clinton Portis, Redskins

Comment:  Keep an eye on him in training camp, and see how the team plans to use Ladell Betts,
but Portis is ranked this high courtesy of some monster seasons in the past.  When healthy, he’s a
top-5 talent.

12. Ronnie Brown, Dolphins

Comment:  It didn’t take long for the Dolphins to go from “promising” to “probably terrible.”
Brown, though, will have to shoulder a huge load in this offense, which is both good and bad.

13. Laurence Maroney, Patriots

Comment:  Injuries are a concern, but when healthy has what it takes to be an every down guy.
Will still lose touches to Kevin Faulk on 3rd downs.

14. Reggie Bush, Saints

Comment:  At his best he is a reckless, athletic blend of running ability and wide receiver-type
skills.  Still in a job-share situation but will get plenty of touches.

15. Travis Henry, Broncos

Comment:  Pro:  Is a good running back.  Con: Is a good running back playing for Mike
Shanahan.  Draft accordingly.  Go ahead, draft a Denver RB.  Your therapist will thank you.

16. Jerious Norwood, Falcons

Comment:  Will begin the season as the starter, due to Dunn’s injury, and should shine, as the
Falcons will rely heavily on the run game.  Averaged a gaudy 6.4 YPC last season.



17. Maurice Jones-Drew, Jaguars

Comment:  Taking over for Fred Taylor in Jacksonville and lit it up last year, but won’t surprise
anyone in 2007.  Looks like a Brian Westbrook clone.

18. Thomas Jones, Jets

Comment:  This warrior has a backfield to himself in New York and will make the Bears regret
letting him go.

19. Willis McGahee, Ravens

Comment:  McGahee takes his scintillating 3.8 ypc and bad attitude to Baltimore.  Can you tell I
don’t like this guy?

20. Cedric Benson, Bears

Rushing

Year Team G GS Att Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 1st

2005 Chicago Bears 9 1 67 272 4.1 36 0 3 12

2006 Chicago Bears 15 0 157 647 4.1 30 6 2 33

Pros:  Benson is the undisputed starter now in Chicago, with the departure of Thomas Jones to
New York and shows the ability to get what’s blocked.  He should be a safe bet for 1,200 yards
and around 8 TD’s if he can withstand the every-down pounding.

Cons:  There is a little bit of a flake factor at play with Benson, as witnessed by the bizarre press
conferences and starting with his tear-filled interview on draft day.  He also won’t get you much
in the pass game, as he logged only 8 receptions last year, and was never counted on in that
capacity at Texas.  He has also never carried the football more than 16 times in a regular season
game and, oh yeah, his teammates hate him.

21. Cadillac Williams, Bucs
22. Deuce McCallister, Saints
23. Brandon Jacobs, Giants
24. Marshawn Lynch, Bills
25. Adrian Peterson, Vikings



26. DeAngelo Williams, Panthers
27. Ahman Green, Texans
28. Marion Barber, Cowboys
29. Jamal Lewis, Browns
30. Warrick Dunn, Falcons
31. Tatum Bell, Lions
32. Fred Taylor, Jaguars
33. LenDale White, Titans
34. LaMont Jordan, Raiders
35. Brandon Jackson, Packers
36. Julius Jones, Cowboys
37. Vernand Morency, Packers
38. DeShaun Foster, Panthers
39. Chester Taylor, Vikings
40. Kevin Jones, Lions
41. Ladell Betts, Redskins
42. Michael Turner, Chargers
43. Michael Bush, Raiders
44. Lorenzo Booker, Dolphins
45. Leon Washington, Jets
46. Priest Holmes, Chiefs
47. Chris Henry, Titans
48. Chris Brown, Titans
49. Reuben Droughns, Giants
50. Brian Leonard, Rams

WR

1. Marvin Harrison, Colts

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 86 1113 12.9 59 15 16 3 63

2005 Indianapolis Colts 15 15 82 1146 14.0 80 12 14 3 59

2006 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 95 1366 14.4 68 12 18 4 78

Comment:  I’ve spent too many years waiting for Marvin Harrison to ‘get old.’  The fact of the
matter is that though Reggie Wayne will have big outings, Harrison is still the focal point of their
passing game.  To sleep on him is to miss out on 90 catches and at least 10 scores.

2. Torry Holt, Rams

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 St. Louis Rams 16 16 94 1372 14.6 75 10 21 4 58

2005 St. Louis Rams 14 14 102 1331 13.0 44 9 15 2 63

2006 St. Louis Rams 16 16 93 1188 12.8 67 10 14 2 67



Comment:  Holt has been the number 1 option in St. Louis for several years, and is still an
explosive talent who has missed only two games in his career.  Draft him with confidence.

3. Steve Smith, Panthers

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Carolina Panthers 1 1 6 60 10.0 15 0 0 0 4

2005 Carolina Panthers 16 16 103 1563 15.2 80 12 22 7 70

2006 Carolina Panthers 14 14 83 1166 14.0 72 8 17 4 51

Comment:  A quick quiz:  Steve Smith is good at A.) Catching the football  B.) Running the
football  C.) Punt returns or D.) Beating up teammates.  The answer is, of course, all of the above
and Smith  could have been #1 were it not for concerns over Jake Delhomme and the rest of the
offense.

4. Chad Johnson, Bengals

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Cincinnati Bengals 16 16 95 1274 13.4 53 9 17 5 63

2005 Cincinnati Bengals 16 16 97 1432 14.8 70 9 16 7 74

2006 Cincinnati Bengals 16 16 87 1369 15.7 74 7 16 8 66

Comment:  The Bengals passing game is only getting better and, contrary to popular belief, the
emergence of TJ Houshmandzadeh only helps Ocho Cinco.  Johnson has a streak of five seasons
with over 1,100 receiving yards.

5. Terrell Owens, Cowboys

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Philadelphia Eagles 14 14 77 1200 15.6 59 14 20 9 51

2005 Philadelphia Eagles 7 7 47 763 16.2 91 6 10 4 32

2006 Dallas Cowboys 16 15 85 1180 13.9 56 13 18 4 62

Comment:  He’s a flake, and is by nature ‘boom’ or ‘bust,’ but if you can stomach having him on
your team, he could have a big year with the Tuna gone and Romo under center all season.
Owens grabbed 9 of his 13 TD’s with Romo under center.

6. Anquan Boldin, Cardinals

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Arizona Cardinals 10 9 56 623 11.1 31 1 6 0 32



2005 Arizona Cardinals 14 14 102 1402 13.7 54 7 21 5 68

2006 Arizona Cardinals 16 16 83 1203 14.5 64 4 18 4 53

Comment:  Seems to be Matt Leinart’s favorite target, and his touchdowns should increase
accordingly.  They’d better.

7. Reggie Wayne, Colts

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 77 1210 15.7 71 12 19 5 59

2005 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 83 1055 12.7 66 5 11 2 54

2006 Indianapolis Colts 16 16 86 1310 15.2 51 9 18 2 72

Comment:  May in fact be a “safer” bet than the two guys ahead of him.  Wayne is a model
citizen, stays healthy, and is a huge part of the league’s best offense.  Recorded his third
consecutive 1,000 yard season last year.

8. Larry Fitzgerald, Cardinals

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Arizona Cardinals 16 16 58 780 13.4 48 8 15 1 36

2005 Arizona Cardinals 16 16 103 1409 13.7 47 10 27 4 67

2006 Arizona Cardinals 13 13 69 946 13.7 57 6 11 2 52

Comment:  It seems strange to rank a kid this talented this low, but he’s sharing the ball in
Arizona, and working with a young quarterback.  Stay tuned.

9. Roy Williams, Lions

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Detroit Lions 14 11 54 817 15.1 46 8 15 2 34

2005 Detroit Lions 13 12 45 687 15.3 51 8 12 4 31

2006 Detroit Lions 16 16 82 1310 16.0 60 7 24 3 66

Comment:  Had something of a breakout year last season, but Detroit’s ability to self-destruct in
new and creative ways will astound and amaze you.  Buyer beware.

10. Andre Johnson, Texans

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Houston Texans 16 16 79 1142 14.5 54 6 18 3 53

2005 Houston Texans 13 13 63 688 10.9 53 2 4 1 40

2006 Houston Texans 16 16 103 1147 11.1 53 5 15 3 55



Comment:  Unfortunately for Johnson, he seems destined to become known as the great player on
the supremely crappy team.  That said, he’s still good for 1,000 yards and a handful of scores, as
he is option 1,2, and 3 in Houston.

11. Marques Colston, Saints

Comment:  Was the surprise rookie of 2006, but will have to roll without Joe Horn on the other
side in 2007.

12. Javon Walker, Broncos

Comment:  Has been wildly inconsistent over his career, but when he’s good, he’s very good.

13.   Randy Moss, Patriots

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

1998 Minnesota Vikings 16 11 69 1313 19.0 61 17 20 14 51

1999 Minnesota Vikings 16 16 80 1413 17.7 67 11 26 8 52

2000 Minnesota Vikings 16 16 77 1437 18.7 78 15 25 8 58

2001 Minnesota Vikings 16 16 82 1233 15.0 73 10 14 4 59

2002 Minnesota Vikings 16 16 106 1347 12.7 60 7 19 6 66

2003 Minnesota Vikings 16 16 111 1632 14.7 72 17 27 6 76

2004 Minnesota Vikings 13 13 49 767 15.7 82 13 11 6 43

2005 Oakland Raiders 16 15 60 1005 16.8 79 8 15 4 46

2006 Oakland Raidens 13 13 42 553 13.2 51 3 6 1 29

Pros:  He’s Randy Moss, a lock for the Hall of Fame and a perennial All-Pro who in years past
was a lock for around 1,300 yards and 12-15 scores.  For the first time in recent memory Moss is
in a stable situation, with solid quarterbacking, on a team that can ostensibly hold his interest over
the course of 17 weeks.



Cons:  He’s Randy Moss, the locker room flake who has put up exactly 49, 60, and 42 catches
over the last three seasons.  Unfortunately, that stable situation also includes Wes Welker, Donte
Stallworth, Ben Watson, and the running backs, all who will cut into Moss’s touches and
happiness considerably.  Moss is the ultimate ego-challenge for Belichick, who is in a no-lose
situation – if Moss blows up, he’s a genius.  If Moss flakes, Belichick releases him and is the guy
who stood up to Randy Moss.

14. Donald Driver, Packers

Comment:    Still hanging around as the Packers #1 target, and despite running game woes and
shaky QB play has posted three straight 1,200 yard seasons.

15. TJ Houshmandzadeh, Bengals

Comment:  Wideout #1A in Cincy, benefits from the single coverage he sees as a result of Chad
Johnson’s presence.

16. Lee Evans, Bills

Comment:  A deep threat, had a breakout year last season, posting nearly 1,300 yards and 8 TD’s.

17. Hines Ward, Steelers

Comment:  Seems to be showing his age somewhat, but is still a very solid possession receiver.

18. Plaxico Burress, Giants

Comment:  Recorded double-digit TD’s for the first time in 2006, but like the rest of the Giants
offense, will completely disappear at times.

19. Chris Chambers, Dolphins

Comment:  A good player who has been at the mercy of bad quarterbacking for most of his
career.

20. Deion Branch, Seahawks

Comment:  His career high for TD’s in a season?  5.  Has never recorded a 1,000+ yard season
and has only played 16 games once.

21. Darrell Jackson, 49ers
22. Santana Moss, Redskins
23. Jerry Porter, Raiders
24. Braylon Edwards, Browns
25. Vincent Jackson, Chargers
26. Reggie Brown, Eagles
27. Laveranues Coles, Jets
28. Joey Galloway, Bucs
29. Joe Horn, Falcons
30. Calvin Johnson, Lions
31. Muhsin Muhammad, Bears
32. Greg Jennings, Packers
33. Mark Clayton, Ravens
34. Donte Stallworth, Patriots



35. Reggie Brown, Eagles
36. Bernard Berrian, Bears
37. Santonio Holmes, Steelers
38. Derrick Mason, Ravens
39. Anthony Gonzalez, Colts
40. Matt Jones, Jaguars
41. Sidney Rice, Vikings
42. Isaac Bruce, Rams
43. Eddie Kennison, Chiefs
44. Dwayne Jarrett, Panthers
45. Reggie Williams, Jaguars
46. Ronald Curry, Raiders
47. Robert Meachem, Saints
48. Mike Furrey, Lions
49. Drew Bennett , Rams
50. Dwayne Bowe, Chiefs

TE

1. Antonio Gates, Chargers

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 San Diego Chargers 15 15 81 964 11.9 72 13 14 1 55

2005 San Diego Chargers 15 15 89 1101 12.4 38 10 16 0 62

2006 San Diego Chargers 16 16 71 924 13.0 57 9 14 1 49

Comment:  A TE who produces top-10 WR numbers.  That said, San Diego needs to find a legit
WR option, or defenses will continue to blanket and his numbers will continue to decline.  Norv
Turner has had Gates working with the WR’s in minicamps, and will line him up all over the field
in 2007.

2. Todd Heap, Ravens

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Baltimore Ravens 6 5 27 303 11.2 37 3 4 0 17

2005 Baltimore Ravens 16 16 75 855 11.4 48 7 12 1 43

2006 Baltimore Ravens 16 16 73 765 10.5 30 6 7 0 40

Comment:  Still an extremely consistent target in a Baltimore offense which has been in flux for
years.  The addition of Willis McGahee should result in more red-zone opportunities.

3. Tony Gonzalez, Chiefs

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Kansas City Chiefs 16 16 102 1258 12.3 32 7 19 0 69

2005 Kansas City Chiefs 16 16 78 905 11.6 39 2 9 0 45



2006 Kansas City Chiefs 15 15 73 900 12.3 57 5 9 1 54

Comment:  Though he is aging, and his red zone effectiveness seems to have waned, Gonzo is
still the de facto #1 receiver in KC, and will be breaking in a young QB in Brodie Croyle who
will call his number often.

4. Kellen Winslow, Browns

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Cleveland Browns 2 2 5 50 10.0 21 0 1 0 3

2005 Cleveland Browns 0 0 0 0 --- 0 0 0 0 0

2006 Cleveland Browns 16 16 89 875 9.8 40 3 11 1 42

Comment:  His 89 catches last year opened eyes, and even with the planned emergence of
Braylon Edwards, there’s no reason to think he won’t be a security blanket for whoever plays QB
in Cleveland.

5. Vernon Davis, 49ers

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2006 San Francisco 49ers 10 8 20 265 13.3 52 3 5 2 9

Comment:  VD is here based largely on potential, as much of last season was lost to a broken
fibula.  That said, he went for 5 catches and a score in his first NFL game, and then posted 13
catches, 196 yards and 2 scores in his last four games.

6. Jeremy Shockey, Giants

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 New York Giants 15 15 61 666 10.9 38 6 10 0 32

2005 New York Giants 15 15 65 891 13.7 59 7 12 1 46

2006 New York Giants 15 15 66 623 9.4 25 7 2 0 37

Comment:  Gets nicked up occasionally, and plays in an offense that is less than scintillating.
You’ll probably get similar numbers from Jason Witten, minus the weekly injury-report drama.

7. Alge Crumpler, Falcons

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Atlanta Falcons 14 14 48 774 16.1 49 6 17 2 32

2005 Atlanta Falcons 16 16 65 877 13.5 48 5 15 1 42

2006 Atlanta Falcons 16 16 56 780 13.9 46 8 13 2 38



Comment:  Could start the season with a new coach and a journeyman quarterback in Joey
Harrington if the Vick situation continues to unravel.  Keep an eye on this, and re-rank
accordingly.

8. Chris Cooley, Redskins

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Washington Redskins 16 9 37 314 8.5 31 6 3 0 23

2005 Washington Redskins 16 16 71 774 10.9 32 7 6 0 44

2006 Washington Redskins 16 16 57 734 12.9 66 6 12 2 33

Comment:  Is a great athlete, and has posted nice numbers, but I still find it hard to trust Redskins
from year to year.  Hence the low-ish ranking.

9. Jason Witten, Cowboys

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 Dallas Cowboys 16 15 87 980 11.3 42 6 13 1 44

2005 Dallas Cowboys 16 16 66 757 11.5 34 6 7 0 40

2006 Dallas Cowboys 16 15 64 754 11.8 42 1 10 1 37

Comment:  A consistent catch and yardage guy, who unfortunately loses red zone touches due to
the emergence of Marion Barber and T.O.

10. Ben Watson, Patriots

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2004 New England Patriots 1 1 2 16 8.0 14 0 0 0 1

2005 New England Patriots 15 9 29 441 15.2 35 4 10 0 22

2006 New England Patriots 13 13 49 643 13.1 40 3 10 2 32

Comment:  Is one of what seems like about 13 TE’s on the New England roster right now.  That
said, he’s the one who will get the most looks.

11. Randy McMichael, Rams
12. LJ Smith, Eagles
13. Heath Miller, Steelers

14. Dallas Clark, Colts

Receiving

Year Team G GS Rec Yds Avg Lg TD 20+ 40+ 1st

2003 Indianapolis Colts 10 10 29 340 11.7 42 1 5 1 16



2004 Indianapolis Colts 15 13 25 423 16.9 80 5 7 3 18

2005 Indianapolis Colts 15 14 37 488 13.2 56 4 8 1 25

2006 Indianapolis Colts 12 12 30 367 12.2 40 4 6 1 22

Pros:  There’s a lot to like about Dallas Clark, starting with the fact that he plays in the Colts
offense.  He has good speed, and is adept at getting down the seam and making big plays as
evidenced by the fact that he’s gone over 100 yards five times in his career.  When healthy, Clark
is a favorite Manning target.

Cons:  When healthy.  Clark has missed games in each of his four years in the league, and has
dealt with a strained calf, sprained ACL, biceps strain, and a broken leg, and a concussion.  The
Colts are not afraid to get their backup TE’s involved either, going, at times, to Ben Utecht,
Bryan Fletcher and Ben Hartsock in Clark’s absence.

15. Owen Daniels, Texans
16. Tony Scheffler, Broncos
17. Daniel Graham, Broncos
18. Ben Troupe, Titans
19. Marcedes Lewis, Jaguars
20. Marcus Pollard, Seahawks
21. Alex Smith, Bucs
22. Greg Olsen, Bears
23. Eric Johnson, Saints
24. Jerramy Stevens, Bucs
25. Bo Scaife, Titans
26. Desmond Clark, Bears
27. Leonard Pope, Cardinals
28. Zach Miller, Raiders
29. Visanthe Schiancoe, Vikings
30. Chris Baker, Jets

K

1.  Adam Vinatieri, Colts
2. Shayne Graham, Bengals
3. Jeff Wilkins, Rams
4. Stephen Gostkowski, Patriots
5. Nate Kaeding, Chargers
6. Jason Elam, Broncos
7. Robbie Gould, Bears
8. Neil Rackers, Cardinals
9. David Akers, Eagles
10. Josh Brown, Seahawns
11. Matt Stover, Ravens
12. Jason Hanson, Lions
13. Olindo Mare, Saints
14. Josh Scobee, Jaguars
15. John Kasay, Panthers
16. Mike Nugent, Jets
17. Ryan Longwell,  Vikings
18. Martin Gramatica, Cowboys
19. Jeff Reed, Steelers



20. Sebastian Janikowski, Raiders

DEF

1. Chicago Bears
2. Baltimore Ravens
3. San Diego Chargers
4. New England Patriots
5. Pittsburgh Steelers
6. Miami Dolphins
7. Jacksonville Jaguars
8. Denver Broncos
9. Philadelphia Eagles
10. Carolina Panthers

Ted Kluck is the author of three books and a frequent contributor to ESPN.com.  Visit him online at
www.tedkluck.com.


